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TEXT OF A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
TO THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

April 29, 2011

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1622(d), provides for the automatic termination of a national
emergency, unless, prior to the anniversary date of its
declaration, the President publishes 1In the Federal Register
and transmits to the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect beyond the anniversary date.
In accordance with this provision, | have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice stating that the
national emergency with respect to the actions of the Government
of Syria declared in Executive Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, and
relied upon for additional steps taken iIn Executive Order 13399
of April 25, 2006, and Executive Order 13460 of February 13,
2008, 1s to continue iIn effect beyond May 11, 2011.

The Syrian government has reduced the number of foreign
fighters bound for lraq -- although the fighters have still
created serious problems there -- but its actions and policies,
including continuing support for terrorist organizations,
damaging the Lebanese government®s ability to function, and
pursuit of weapons of mass destruction and missile programs,
pose a continuing unusual and extraordinary threat to the
national security, foreign policy, and economy of the

United States. For these reasons, | have determined that it
IS necessary to continue iIn effect the national emergency
declared with respect to this threat and to maintain in force
the sanctions to address this national emergency. In addition,
the United States condemns the use of violence against
peacefully demonstrating citizens in Syria, and calls on

the Syrian government to respect human rights and to forge

a credible path to a future of greater freedom, democracy,
opportunity, and justice. As we have communicated to the
Syrian government directly, the United States will consider
changes in the policies and actions of the Government of Syria
in determining whether to continue or terminate this national
emergency in the future.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA
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